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all the rest.    Sanskrit and Zend share certain words
and grammatical forms in common which do not exist
in any of the other Aryan languages; and there caD
therefore be no doubt that the ancestors of the poets
of the Veda and of the worshippers of AJiurd wiazddo
lived together for some time after they had left the
original home of the whole Aryan race.    The genea-
logical classification of languages   has  in   fact   an
historical meaning.    There was a time when out of
many possible names for father, mother, daughter, son,
dog, cow} heaven, and earth, those which we find in
all the Aryan languages were framed, and obtained a
mastery in the struggle for life which is carried on
among synonymous words as much as among plants
and animals.    A comparative table of the auxiliary
verb AS,  to be,  in the  different Aryan  languages
teaches the same lesson.   The selection of the root AS
out of many roots, equally applicable to the idea of
being, and the joining of this root with one set of
personal terminations, most of them originally personal
pronouns, were individual acts, or, if you like, historical
events.    They took place once, at a certain date and
in a certain place ; and as we find the same forms
preserved by all the members of the Aryan family, it
follows that there was once a small clan of Aryas.
settled probably somewhere  on the  highest   eleva-
tion  of Central Asia, speaking a language, not yet
Sanskrit or  Greek or  German, but containing the
dialectic germs  of all;   a clan that had advanced
to   a  state   of  agricultural   civilisation;   that  had
recognised the bonds  of blood, and sanctioned the
laws   of  marriage;   and   that   invoked   the   Giver
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